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Explaining 
and Proving 
Thinking 

Has a purposefully-chosen argument 
that is revisited in multiple entries. 
 Connections support and explore a 
universal theme.  Writing has quality, 
not just quantity.  Lots of supporting 
evidence (page numbers, quotes) and 
the best evidence possible.  Captions 
and background information are 
significant and show how reader’s 
thinking is changing. 

Has a clear argument.  Some 
supporting evidence for 
arguments (scenes, quotes, page 
#). 
Writing is easy to follow.  Includes 
captions and background 
information for characters, 
conflicts, setting, etc.  Some 
theme work. 

Minimal supporting evidence for 
arguments (scenes, quotes, page 
#).  Writing reaches no 
conclusions.  Writing is 
sometimes hard to follow. 
 Includes some background 
information, but more is needed 
to make thinking clear. 
 

No supporting evidence 
(scenes, quotes, page #). 
 Thoughts are unclear.  Includes 
no background information. 

Structure/ 
Organization 

Purposeful structure: order of 
paragraphs and images really help a 
reader follow thinking.  Has flow: one 
paragraph and thought leads smoothly 
to the next.  Structure proves and 
matches the purpose. 

Evidence of clear structure: order 
of paragraphs and images is easy 
to follow.  Focused on topic. 
Consistent paragraph use. 
 Content is organized and 
purposeful. 

Evidence of some structure, but 
order and structure of 
paragraphs and images is hard to 
follow.  Some paragraphs. 
 Sometimes focused on topic. 

Writing not broken up into 
paragraphs; sentences jump 
from topic to topic. No clear 
structure.  Lots of information 
without elaboration or 
organization. 

Depth of 
Thought/ 
Significance 
of Thinking 

Topic is significant and insightful. 
 Thinking is clear and the structure and 
tone have been purposefully chosen to 
match/bring out the meaning.  Uses 
most (if not all) Habits of Mind. 
 Writing contains a “takeaway” from 
the book.  Work connects to a larger 
meaning outside the book.  Makes 
important connections.  Adds in 
research. 

The topic is significant.  Includes 
more than one theme.  Focuses 
on one main message or point. 
 Includes at lease two Habits of 
Mind.  Pictures have captions. 
 Goes past summary work to 
create analysis and meaning. 

Topic choice connects to the 
book but is not significant.  The 
point/main idea of the writing is 
unclear or goes off topic.  No 
evidence of the Habits of Mind. 
 Pictures do not have captions 
that show the significance of the 
picture.  Mainly summary work. 

Topic choice is not clearly 
connected to the book. No 
thinking that shows the big 
picture or big idea. Writing not 
clear enough to follow. 
No captions. 

Creativity Writer’s voice really comes through 
and matches the purpose. 
 Organization on the page is innovative 
and clear. 
Experiments with structure (image, 
writing genre, etc.) are purposeful and 
bring out the meaning of the book.  

Illustrated pages have color and 
captions.  Consistent experiments 
with structure (image, writing 
genre).  Organization on the page 
is clear. 

Illustrated pages lack color 
and/or captions.  Some 
experimenting with structure. 
 Art is hard to see or follow. 

Illustrated pages lack color and 
captions.  Messy.  Structure is 
simply summary writing on a 
page.  Work is disorganized. 
 

Work Habits No errors in spelling/grammar.  
Writing is neat and purposefully 
arranged.  Student spent a lot of time 
reflecting on the reading and writing 
about it.   

Minimal errors in 
spelling/grammar.  Writing is neat.  
Student spent solid time reflecting 
on the reading and writing about 
it. 

A few errors in 
spelling/grammar.  Writing is 
legible.  Writing lacks creative 
and/or analytical effort: doesn’t 
elaborate.   

Many errors in 
spelling/grammar.  Writing is 
not legible.  Very little time 
spent on thinking and writing. 

 


