
 
8/24/2016 

 

Dear SOF Families, 

 

It is that time of year where we start to put our beachwear away and start to think about the upcoming school 

year.   The building has been cleaned, waxed and repaired and it looks great and ready to welcome students.  

There have been some changes to our staff amongst other things and we’d like to take a moment to introduce 

them to you. 

 

LaKisha Odlum will team up with Cricket Cooley in 8th grade Humanities.  LaKisha comes highly recommended 

Wayne Weiner will be taking over as our Middle School Physical Education teacher replacing Mandy Wurtz 

who is out on leave.  Wayne worked a bit last year at SOF and is well liked by the students. .Clayton Winter will 

be our new 9th grade Biology teacher.  We feel the students are going to thrive in his class and feed off his love 

of the environment.  Jillian Kearney is our new 11th grade Geometry teacher who impressed us with her 

Geometry knowledge and how to make it accessible to 11th grade students.  Michelle Whittemore will be one of 

the 11th/12th grade English teachers taking over for Carrie McGinnis who will be our new Instructional Coach.  

Michelle is a veteran teacher who has taught in New Jersey.  The 9th and 10th grade will now get the option to 

choose between taking Spanish for two years or Mandarin Chinese.  Amanda Huang who comes to us from 

Millennium High School will be joining our Foreign Language department replacing Tom Sokol who will be our 

new Dean of School Culture.  Finally we are proud to welcome Jesse Wallace back who will be teaching music 

to Middle School and 11th/12th graders.  Jesse is long time SOF teacher who used to teach electives and we 

are excited that he will be at the helm of our burgeoning new music program. 

 

We have hired six new Learning Specialists so that every grade (except 11th) will have two ICT teachers for 

students with IEPs.  These new teachers have come to our community highly recommended with many years 

of experience.  They are: 

 

6th Grade: Rachelle Anthes will join our wonderful Whitney Lukens. Rachelle is a Teaching Fellow who beat out 

40 other applicants to get this position.  We look forward to her joining a very strong sixth grade team who will 

welcome the youngest members of our community. 

 

7th Grade: Camile Estrella comes to us with years of Special Education experience and will join Jay Greene to 

make up the 7th grade ICT team. 

 

8th Grade: Leah Metcalf will join the 8th grade and will be another experienced Learning Specialist to join a 

veteran 8th grade team of SOF teachers. 

 



9th grade: Charles Stayton will join the 9th grade team and comes to us from the American Sign Language 

school.   

 

10th Grade: Tim Haluga will work with Ms. Thole in Algebra 2 and Ms Wang in Chemistry and really impressed 

us with his knowledge and strategies on how to make these classes more accessible to our students with IEPs. 

 

Some Opening Day information: 

School times are as follows: 

Middle School:  8:20am - 3:10pm with lunch at 11:35am 

High School: 8:35am - 3:10pm with lunch at 12:30 pm. 

The building is open for students at 7:45 to receive free breakfast if you wish. 

6th grade parents are invited to spend the first hour of school with their child in the gym on the first day.  

***After School program starts September 19th for middle school at 3:10pm.  The forms will be sent home the 

first day of school or you can download the forms from our website.  Every student must fill out a form even if 

you are not going to participate in afterschool.  SOF middle school sports teams are part of the after school 

program. During the year ,the after school program holds special events like Knicks games,  Great Adventure, 

Halloween and other parties.  Your child will be able to take advantage of these great opportunities if they have 

paperwork on file. 

 

All Middle School students should bring lunch or lunch money ($ 1.50) or their lunch PIN numbers out lunch will 

not be available on the first day.  7th and 8th graders will be allowed to go for lunch on the second day provided 

they bring back their school forms signed. 

 

Our Parents Association will be on hand in the lobby and on the gym floor lobby greeting new parents and 

accepting donations of school supplies to the school.  SOF can provide a Spanish and Chinese translator if a 

parent would like one.  One note to new parents is that it may look chaotic on the first day, but please rest 

assured there is a method to the madness. 

 

Metro cards are given out on the first day of school.  Students will receive them from their advisor.  Student 

lockers will be assigned on the second day. If a student wishes not to carry something heavy home they can 

leave it with their advisor or teacher. 

 

Finally, Family Conferences will be held AFTER Thanksgiving this year. Back to school night September 20th at 

5pm. Please keep updated by checking out the school calendar at www.sof.edu.  You will also be receiving e-

blasts from our parent in charge of communication, the wonderful Aara Menzi. If you feel you do not receive e-

mail updates please contact Aara at sofpacommunications@gmail.com to have her take your contact info.  If 

you have more questions you can contact our Family Coordinator Jaimee Rutman at jrutman@sof.edu. 

 

We look forward to seeing all of you and your children in the coming weeks. 

 

Sincerely, 

 



Stacy Goldstein                                                                              John Fanning 

Principal/MS Director                                                                     AP/HS Director 

sgoldstein@sof.edu                                                                        jfanning@sof.edu 


